Model Motion for Students' Unions

Please note: Different Students' Unions will have different ways of structuring their motions. Check with somebody in your own Union to make sure this is the right format. 

In addition, this motions is for Students' Unions and Guilds that are affiliated to the National Union of Students. If yours is not, you may want to consider a different motion. Call us on 01865 245678 to discuss an alternative.

Proposer:

Seconder: 

This Union Notes:

1. That the Worker Rights Consortium (WRC) is a US-based independent labour rights monitoring organization, conducting investigations of working conditions in factories around the globe. Their primary focus is the labour practices of factories that make apparel and other goods bearing university logos.

2. That, in May 2011, National Union of Students Services Limited (NUSSL), which is the main purchaser for Students' Unions in the UK, voted to affiliate to the WRC.

3. This means that all garments purchased through NUSSL are now monitored for their labour rights practices in their supply chains.

4. That, while this is a great step forward, our University is also a major purchaser of garments.

This Union Believes:

1. That our University should also monitor its supply chains.

2. That, for consistency, it would be better for the University to sign up to the WRC than any other watchdog.

3. That the WRC is the only monitoring organisation that focuses on testimonies by workers in factories, rather than their bosses.

4. That the WRC is the only monitoring organisation that publishes all its reports for public use on its website.

5. That the University should affiliate to the Worker Rights Consortium.

6. That students should have more say over what the University buys.

This Union Resolves:

1. To mandate [the President] to lobby the University to affiliate to the WRC

2. To mandate [the President] to request student representation on all of the University's purchasing committees.

3. To mandate all student representatives who sit on the purchasing committees to push for affiliation to the WRC.

4. To mandate all student representatives who sit on the purchasing committees to push for more ethical and more sustainable garments from University procurement managers.
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