Template EDM 880 lobbying letter 

Sections in italics need adapting.  Your letter will be more effective if you write it in your own words!

Your address 

Your MP's name

House of Commons

London

SW1A 0AA

date

Dear Ms ***

RE: Early Day Motion 880: Royal Bank of Scotland and climate change

As a constituent of [the people's borough], I am writing to signal my great concern that the Royal Bank of Scotland is using public money to finance climate changing fossil fuel projects, and to urge you to sign EDM 880: Royal Bank of Scotland and climate change. EDM 880 calls on the government to use its majority share in RBS to prioritise climate change as a principal concern in RBS's lending decisions.

As a member of the People & Planet group at the People's University, I can attest there is growing momentum within the student body calling for the government to seriously tackle climate change, and support for People & Planet's Ditch Dirty Development campaign which targets RBS's fossil fuel investments. 

Already devastating the lives of some of the world's poorest and most vulnerable people, climate change is an urgent problem requiring rapid and coherent solutions. The World Health Organisation reports 150,000 deaths from climate change each year. The dangers the UK faces from climate change, such as flooding have been demonstrated, whilst Nicholas Stern has outlined the massive economic implications of these impacts. The UK government is committed to an 80% cut in CO2 emissions by 2050. This commitment is severely tested by its bail out of RBS, which means the UK taxpayer now has a stake in the most climatically destructive industries in the world. 

According to campaigning organisations People & Planet and Platform, the Royal Bank of Scotland is the UK high street bank with the largest investments in fossil fuel projects. RBS has continued to invest in fossil fuels since the first recapitalisation in October 2008, putting £10bn into coal, oil and gas companies, over a quarter of the amount it has received from the taxpayer. Between May 2006 and April 2008, RBS participated in 27 loans, totalling nearly $96bn, to the coal industry, including loans to E.ON, the company behind the highly controversial bid to build a new coal fired power station at Kingsnorth in Kent. RBS are also responsible for financing unconventional oil projects such as the Canadian tar sands, which wreak unparalleled environmental destruction and threaten runaway climate change. RBS refuses to disclose the emissions resulting from the projects it finances, and refuses to acknowledge the responsibility it bears for them.

As a UK citizen/resident, I feel greatly concerned that public money is being spent on climate changing energy projects.  At the same time, renewable and sustainable energy projects are  being denied the capital they need, and we are missing out on the opportunity to create tens of thousands of new 'green collar jobs'.  With the taxpayer as the principal shareholder, there can no longer be any justification for RBS's lending policies and priorities to be so fundamentally inconsistent with the public interest.  

EDM 880 calls on the Government to require RBS to calculate, publish and cap the embedded emissions resulting from its lending to fossil fuel projects, and to set annual targets for reducing these emissions.  It also calls on the Government to promote RBS investments in renewable energy, new green jobs and the infrastructure needed to decarbonise the economy. 

I urge you to sign EDM 880, and add your support to this unique opportunity to aid a just transition to a secure economy and a sustainable and safe climate future.

Yours Sincerely,

Full text of EDM 880:

EDM 880:  ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND AND CLIMATE CHANGE

25.02.2009

Horwood, Martin 

That this House notes that one of the most significant outcomes of the recent financial crisis has been the Government's acquisition of a majority stake in the Royal Bank of Scotland (RBS); further notes that RBS has been identified by campaign groups People and Planet and Platform as the UK bank that is the most heavily involved in financing the expansion of fossil fuel projects around the world, and that the carbon dioxide emissions embedded in RBS's project finance in 2006 were calculated to be greater than the carbon dioxide emissions of Scotland itself; believes that the fact that banks play such a large role in providing finance to projects that are exacerbating climate change has been wholly unaddressed in Government policy; further believes that there is an urgent need for the Government's new banking regulations to include environmental concerns as well as financial concerns; calls on the Government to use its majority share in RBS to prioritise climate change as a principal concern in RBS's lending decisions; further calls on the Government to require RBS to calculate, publish and cap embedded emissions resulting from its lending to fossil fuel projects, and to set annual targets for reducing these emissions; and further calls on the Government to promote RBS investments in renewable energy, new green jobs and the infrastructure needed to decarbonise the economy.

