
freshers guide 2006

Hello! We hope you've all had a gr eat summer and looking f orward to a blister ing kick of f to the new year! 

This is one of the b usiest and most exciting times of y ear for People & Planet as we're gearing up f or our

amazing annual event, Shared Planet, which this y ear will include a hug e ‘Car nival of Climate Chaos’ on the 4th

November (see back pag e for mor e). It's also a crucial time as the f irst f ew weeks of term ar e a key oppor tunity

for you to get new people in volved with campaigning and to g et them f ired up f or the r est of the year.

To help y ou kick star t the term w e've produced f or you your very own Freshers Action Guide , positi vely

br imming with ideas and ad vice on how to make the most of your Freshers Fair, first gr oup meeting and the

exciting national e vents happening in or der to inspir e others to take action for a more just and sustainable

world. And, of course, some tips on how to have fun while y ou're doing it! 

Finall y, please f ind enclosed some sign up sheets and a gr oup registr ation form. Once these are filled please

retur n them to us as soon as possible, that way we can make sure your gr oup and its members sta y in touch

with the national P&P netw ork.

peopleandplanet.or g

step 1: a kick ass freshers fair 

step 2: a scintillating f irst meeting

step 3: lob by your MP to help Stop Climate Chaos

step 4: come to Shared Planet 2006!

Tel: 01865 245676 Email: unigr oups@peopleandplanet.or g

Post: 51 Union St,Oxford, OX4 1JP 

how to get loads of new students involved in your People & Planet group this autumn

more Freshers 2006 resources + the latest P&P news can be found at



a kic k ass freshers fair

Freshers Fairs are a great chance to meet other gr oups on campus and f ind out w hat they are up to, to network

with SU officers and media types and to g enerally raise the profile of y our gr oup. First and foremost though, they

are the best oppor tunity y ou've got all year to recruit new members to y our gr oup. Getting ne w people in volved

is vital f or br inging ener gy and ideas to y our gr oup, as well as ensur ing it k eeps going long after y ou've left

university! 

So, if your aim is to have a successful and sustainable gr oup capab le of helping to chang e the world, what you

need is a kick ass stall that will attr act lots of potential gr oup members! You also need to have a strategy for

talking to them about y our gr oup. In order to achie ve this, we reckon it's helpful to ha ve the following aims in

mind:

Hopefull y by now you will ha ve book ed a stall at your Freshers Fair. Make sure you organise a rota of people

to help out a the stall, as talking to people f or hours on end can be pr etty tir ing! 

If you don’ t have enough volunteers to help on y our stall then g et in touch! There are loads of P&Pers dotted

around the countr y who’d be mor e than happy to come and help y ou out for a day.

•   get people to come along to y our first group meeting

•   get peoples contact details for group/suppor t office use

tips for designing y our stall

Be
visib le! Hang

up a People & Planetbanner abo ve your stall.You can make your ownusing the template onpeopleandplanet.or g

tr y

and get hold of

some fair trade

goodies to gi ve out to

people – everybod y

gets drawn in b y

freebies!

have

info

leaflets ready to gi ve

out to people . This year's Shared

Planet leaflets are designed f or use

on your stall – they contain

information about the P&P netw ork

and all of our campaigns. And if

that wasn't enough, they also

fold out into a wesome

Shared Planet

posters!

create
a dazzling

displa y
board with P&P

posters plus photos andnews clippings of
your gr oup in

action!

make

sure you've got

some P&P sign

up sheets at

the ready to get

people's contact

details

have
posters and

flyers adver tising thedetails about
your f irst gr oup
meeting . There are

templates availab le onpeopleandplanet.or g 

if
you're feeling

really organisedyou could mak e aterm car d with
details of gr oup
activities f or the

whole term!

For mor e hints and tips f or your Freshers Fair

visit peopleandplanet.or g/gr oupsguide

step 1:



a scintillating first meeting
step 2:

get people in volved
People ar e much more lik ely to get involved with a gr oup they feel they can contr ib ute to. If you've got

tasks that need doing f or an event or campaign, allocate them. Get new members in volved in planning

your campaigns and acti vities f or the term - g et their ideas and mak e sure they feel that they are valued! 

invite someone fr om People & Planet to y our meeting . It’s
really impor tant that the new members of y our gr oup know the national P&P network, what it has tooffer and how they can get involved. P&Pstaff and Regional Reps would lo ve to speak about this atyour meeting . Just get in touch using the contact details on the fr ont page to make arrangements.

tips for your f irst meeting

do your follow up. Make sure your email e veryone after the meeting , thanking
them for coming and r eminding them about y our next few meetings and e vents. To do this,
you have to make sure you’ve got everyone’s contact details.

achieve something! It’s impor tant for people to f eel that the meeting achie ved something

so make sure you sum any outcomes or action points at the end. You could also br ing some campaign
action cards, such as the P&PStop Climate Chaos pledg e cards, to the meeting f or everyone to sign.

be creative. Make sure that the whole meeting isn’ t just the same person talking fr om the front.

People lear n in dif ferent ways so make sure you include lots of dif ferent activities and communication
methods. See the groups guide f or loads of ideas: peopleandplanet.org/groupsguide

give people something to g et excited about. It’s impor tant that there

is an event or action that people can tak e par t in ear ly on to get the ball r olling . Turn over for details about

a mass lobby of MPs and Shared Planet 2006. Both of which are perf ect for new group members.

be welcoming and inclusi ve
Think about the set-up of the r oom, have 'door keepers' to w elcome and chat to ne w-comers, preparesome Fair trade snacks, start with a fun ice breaker, don't be clique y and spend the w hole time chattingto familiar f aces and remember not to let a f ew indi viduals dominate the meeting .

A great first meeting will g et you off to a fantastic start

to the term and, more impor tantly, keep people coming

back, but one that dr ags on can put new people of f for

good, so it's wor thwhile planning it car efull y!

You want your gr oup to seem fr iendl y and dynamic

from the star t. What you do at your f irst meeting will

depend on ho w many people y ou get, and what your

group is up to. Tell people w hat to expect if the y join

your gr oup, and most of all w hy it will be g ood! (Think

why you joined). If you have lots to talk about, you

could ha ve a dif ferent person e xplaining each

campaign and actions y ou've done. Alter natively, you

could just mingle with inf ormation on the w alls for

people to r ead, or have an informal discussion.

Whatever you do, don’ t let it be dull!

It’s impor tant that you decide w hat your aims are

for your f irst meeting , and then design the ag enda

to fit around them. Whatever your aims are, we

suggest you make sure the following things ar e

included:

• An icebreaker - to help people lear n each others

names

• An intr oduction to the gr oups activities and ho w

people can g et involved.

• An intr oduction to the national P&P network.

Make sure people kno w that they are joining a

national netw ork, not just your local gr oup!

• Fun! People ar e much more lik ely to come back

if they enjoyed themselv es



lob by your MP to help stop c limate chaos

come to Shared Planet 2006

step 3:

step 4:

As part of the Stop Climate Chaos

coalition, P&P is taking up the

campaign f or a Climate Bill to be

intr oduced in the Queen's Speech.

The Bill would commit the UK

Government to making y ear on year reductions in

carbon dio xide emissions – a measure that needs

to be taken to stop politicians 'passing the b uck'

and postponing action with long term tar gets they

are unlik ely to be ar ound to implement.

But for the Bill to be intr oduced w e need to put

pressure on MPs in September and October to

take action and wr ite to Tony Blair! Near ly 400

MPs have signed a motion (EDM) sa ying the y

suppor t the bill, so if we all get  behind this

campaign ther e is a huge chance that it will be

successful and that real steps will be put in place

to stop us heading to wards climate chaos. What

better w ay to empower your new group members

in the f irst term of campaigning!

P&Pers in Reading lobby their MP

Shared Planet is the lar gest student gather ing in Eur ope on

world po ver ty, human r ights and the en vir onment and is

guaranteed to educate , agitate , inspir e and amaze you and

your gr oup! This year is set to be the big gest yet, with

hundr eds of students gather ing in London to hear r ousing

speakers, lear n about P&P campaigns and par ticipate in a

range of workshops designed to educate and empo wer

people to tak e action for a more just and sustainable world.

There'll be loads of oppor tunities f or you to meet other

campaigners fr om dif ferent organisations, as well as

inter ested and acti ve students from other uni versity and

sixth form gr oups. And of course ther e'll be the leg endar y

Shared Planet par ty on Saturday night!

If all that isn't enough to g et you scrambling f or a

tick et, on the saturday after noon of Shared Planet,

you can take par t in the Car niv al of Climate

Chaos , the student movements contr ib ution to the

UK’s largest ever event on climate chang e. For

more details visit

peopleandplanet.org/no vember4 .

If you want to go the extra mile to stop climate

chaos, you could tr avel sustainably to Shared

Planet. If you get sponsored and r aise more than

£120 for People & Planet then you’ll g et your

SP06 ticket for free! For mor e details visit

peopleandplanet.org/cyc le2sp .

To find out how to lob by your MP and get involved

with the campaign, visit:

peopleandplanet.org/icount/c limatebill

the details
3 - 5 November 2006, London.

Tickets: £15 before 20 October (£19 after).

Groups can get 1 free tick et for every 10 bought.

Basic accommodation availab le at £3 per night.

Book online no w to avoid
disa ppointment! 
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