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Press Release 

ADAPT FOR YOUR EVENTS

[Date]

Students at [insert uni name] organise a week of climate change action!

[Key details of your events and any photo opportunities: ] 

[Contact details for interviews: name, mobile number, email address]

Students at [insert name of university] are holding a week of events aimed at inspiring students and staff to take action to prevent climate change. On 6 - 12 February, students and staff will join forces to hold Go Green Week(1), which will raise awareness of climate change through fun and engaging activities, such as [put details of what is happening at your university here.]

Go Green Week is part of an annual national event co-ordinated by People & Planet(2),  a student led campaigning network, and supported by the NUS. Over 100 schools, colleges and universities have signed up this year to run creative and practical activities that promote sustainable living such as Big Green Makeover clinics that provide energy-saving advice, vegetarian cooking workshops and Can Film Festivals which encourage students to recycle cans in exchange for free film screenings. 

Go Green Week aims to highlight the education sector's role in achieving a reduction in the UK's carbon emissions and influencing student and staff sustainable behaviour. In order to retain government funding the higher education sector has to achieve carbon emissions reductions of at least 50% by 2020(3). However the most recent People & Planet Green League(4), a league table ranking all UK universities' green performance, showed that carbon emissions have actually risen by 4% since 2005. 

[name], a member of People & Planet at [your] University said:

“Go Green Week is an excellent opportunity to have some fun and engage a wide range of diverse people in a difficult issue. It inspires people to take action because it shows that making changes that benefit our environment can be positive!” [Change this to a quote of your own] 

[name], a staff member at [your] University said:

[Get a quote from a member of staff or your VC]

“Go Green Week 2012 will expose the key role education institutions can play in tackling climate change and challenging unsustainable behaviour patterns. By showing commitment to reducing their own carbon footprints, students can put pressure on their institutions to cut the carbon and encourage the transition to a low-carbon, future-proof education sector.” 

ENDS 

Notes for the Editor

Further information about Go Green Week can be found here: 


� HYPERLINK "http://peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek/take-action"��http://peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek�





1. People & Planet is the UK's largest network of student campaigners, taking action on world poverty, human rights and the environment. � HYPERLINK "http://peopleandplanet.org/aboutus"��http://peopleandplanet.org/aboutus�





Go Green Week is People & Planet's annual week of student action to raise awareness of climate change and showcase the practical solutions needed for a low-carbon future. Go Green Week 2012 is being held from 6-12 February at 100s of schools, colleges and universities across the UK: � HYPERLINK "http://peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek/whats-on"��http://peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek/whats-on�





3. These targets are established by the Hefce, UniversitiesUK and  GuildHE Carbon Reduction Strategy for the Higher Education sector published in January 2010.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.hefce.ac.uk/"��http://www.hefce.ac.uk�


� HYPERLINK "http://peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek/resources/whats-on"���


4. The People & Planet Green League is the UK's only independent and comprehensive ranking of universities by environmental performance and is published annually by The Guardian.  It is widely respected as a key driver of environmental management within the sector.  � HYPERLINK "http://peopleandplanet.org/greenleague"��http://peopleandplanet.org/greenleague� 
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