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University Green League 2009 - top marks for some but sector as a whole must do better

The Green League1 2009 is unveiled today in the Times Higher Education2 by People & Planet, the UK's leading student campaign network3. The award-winning Green League is the only league table showing the environmental performance of Britain's universities. Nottingham Trent University topped the league, followed by the London School of Economics (LSE) and Oxford Brookes University. The Green League ranks 1274 British universities – awarding them a First, 2:1, 2:2, Third, or Fail – based on 11 environmental related criteria. The table also shows the change in each university’s ranking between 2008 and 2009.

The universities are judged on both policy and performance, including the percentage of waste recycled and CO2 emissions. First published in 2007, the Green League brought sustainability to the forefront of Vice-Chancellors minds and this year’s table, published in Times Higher Education, shows many universities are now successfully pioneering environmental management.  

Shockingly, however, some of the universities most respected for their research and teaching on sustainability and climate change, are still laggards when it comes to improving their own environmental performance. For example, the University of Oxford which topped the Good University Guides for 2009, and is home to the Environmental Change Institute and the School of Enterprise and the Environment, dropped 34 places to come 84th and receive a third class degree.

Ian Leggett, Director of People & Planet, commented:

“People & Planet congratulates all those universities which have been awarded a first class degree. Their success is a tribute to sustained and comprehensive efforts to improve the quality of environmental management in the higher education sector. But we can’t leave it to a small number of leading institutions: all universities must take comprehensive and ambitious environmental action now to meet - or ideally surpass - the targets set out in the Climate Change Act.”

Leggett added:

“The 2009 Green League makes it crystal clear too many universities have failed to recognise the importance of becoming a model low carbon institution. A clear pattern is emerging – with a premier league of universities which are ahead of the wave and the rest. Vice-Chancellors and other leaders need to ask themselves which league they want to be in. 

ENDS

For more information or to interview staff or students contact: 

Richard Roaf, People & Planet - Go Green Campaign Coordinator gogreen@peopleandplanet.org
01865 245678

For full results of the Green League 2009 see attached document  "Green League 2009 Results".

For detailed information on the results see attached document “Green League 2009 Fact Sheet”.

Editors’ notes 

1 People & Planet's Green League 2007 won Best Campaign at the British Environment and Media Awards 2007.

2 Please refer to Green League table being published in Times Higher Education today.  

3 People & Planet is the largest UK student network campaigning to end world poverty, defend human rights and protect the environment. Our network covers 70% of Britain’s universities and 10% of Sixth Forms. For more info visit http://peopleandplanet.org
The Green League is produced as part of People & Planet's Go Green campaign which aims to transform the environmental performance of the UK education sector.  This year 39 universities, school and college groups staged campus actions as part of National Go Green Week – the UK’s first national student week of action and events against climate chaos.

People & Planet is a founding member of Stop Climate Chaos, the national coalition of civil society organisations campaigning on climate change www.stopclimatechaos.org
4 127 out of the total of 131 universities eligible for inclusion.
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