
Go Green Week 2010 
Action guide

What’s it all about? 

8-12 February is national Go Green Week. Peo-
ple & Planet groups up and down the country 
will be holding a week of action to raise aware-
ness about climate change and push their unis, 
schools & colleges into going greener.  

To solve climate change and begin the transition 
to low-carbon unis, we need to start now and 
make sure that everyone’s at it.  The theme for 
Go Green Week this year is Love Your Climate, 
and being so close to Valentine’s Day, we’ve got 
some great ways for you to engage the unusual 
suspects and get everyone feeling the love.

Using this guide
Inside you’ll find loads of suggested activities 
and ideas for your group’s Go Green Week - don’t 
feel you have to do them all, just pick and choose 
what’s right for you.

Hopefully by now you’ve booked some events and 
venues in, so fit around those.  If you’re only just 
getting started, don’t worry, there’s plenty in here 
you can get started on right away!

Remember to work closely with your Environ-
ment or Estates Manager and the student un-
ion - they can provide lots of help and resources 
and may already have activities planned for a Go 
Green Week.

For advice or help organising events please 
call or email Andrew: 01865 245678 or                 
goinggreener@peopleandplanet.org  

Go Green Week
National Aims

20 carbon speed dating events engage • 
over 4000 people 
20 P&P groups launch practical food, • 
waste, energy and travel projects.
2000 individuals sign up to 10:10 • 
20 unis sign up to 10:10• 
Each group raises £100 each for P&P• 

Use the aims above to decide what you might do 
locally.  And check out our Go Green Week 2010 
map to see what other groups are up to - there’s 
plenty of inspiration:

peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek/
whatson



If you have been running a Going Greener cam-
paign why not use Go Green Week as a chance to 
launch some of the transition projects your group 
has been developing?  Go Green Week is the 
perfect opportunity to get more people involved in 
your working groups and steering group and reach 
out to the wider communi ty.  Think of visual and 
interactive ways to showcase your projects like an 
allotment open day with Grow Your Own workshop 
or a big energy meter showing the difference a Big 
Switch Off makes in halls.

More Transition project ideas and details: 
peopleandplanet.org/goinggreener/take-
action

The 10:10
challenge 
Everyone’s at it!  Over 50,000 
people, businesses, unis, schools,  
towns, hospitals and football clubs 
have pledged to cut their carbon 
footprint by 10% in 2010.  It’s an 
ambitious but realistic goal if we’re 
going to make a start towards a low-
carbon transition - and we need lots 
more people getting involved. Get 
your uni, student union and indi-
viduals to sign up to 10:10 during 
Go Green Week and don’t forget to 
press release it!
peopleandplanet.org/1010
1010uk.org/education  

  Carbon Speed Dating
Go Green Week is about engaging  students  and 
staff who don’t usually think ‘green’ -  reaching 
them means thinking about ways to “sell the siz-
zle, not the sausage”.  We’ve come up with a fun 
and Valentine’s themed activity that’s guaranteed 
to get everyone feeling the love for the climate 
and cutting their carbon footprint - Carbon  Speed 
Dating. 

People & Planet have linked up with the Guard-
ian and the 10:10 campaign to provide all the 
resources you or your students union will need to 
put on a great event - stickers, carbon calculator, 
crib sheets and 10:10 pledge forms. This activ-
ity will work best if its held alongside a normal 
club night - to engage the most people possible. 
What’s Carbon Speed Dating?

Carbon Speed Dating materials:
peopleandplanet.org/carbonspeeddating 

The Big Launch

10:10 pioneers: the first unis and 
student unions to sign up



There are loads of ways to cut the carbon and everyone needs to 
make a start in some way.  Luckily, there’s loads of simple things 
we can all do in our daily lives.  We’ve provided some ideas below 
for Go Green Week activities which highlight four key areas for a 
low-carbon transition.

   ‘Cans’ Film Festival
Thinking of screening a film  during Go Green 
Week? We’re offering you the opportunity to put 
a twist on your events this year with support and 

resources to organise your 
very own Can Film Festival!

We have teamed up with 
Every Can Counts to 
provide up to 20 groups 
with can crushers,  
recycling bins and 
promotional materials - 
but numbers are limited.
Email  andrew.taylor@
peopleandplanet.org today 
to book yours! 

Showing a film can also be 
a really good way of raising awareness and some 
cash for People & Planet. 

Download Can Film Festival materials: 
peopleandplanet.org/everycancounts

There are loads of ways to visibly reduce energy-
consumption and waste during Go Green Week, 
and get people into the habit of switching off. 
You could give out energy-efficient lightbulbs or 
run energy saving competitions for staff and stu-
dents. Work with the Estates team to promote 
effective ‘shutdown’ routines across the uni. 
And team up with the Student Switch Off team 
or Energy Saving Trust - both are keen to run 
events and awareness-raising stalls at your uni.

studentswit choff.org  
est.org.uk

 Support 
      People & Planet 
Go Green Week is a great time to do some much-
needed fundraising for People & Planet. 

Everything you raise goes towards supporting our 
cutting-edge campaigns like Going Greener.  
Think about how your group could reach its fund-
raising target of £100.  

One simple way is to charge admission to events 
like Carbon Speed Dating, but there are lots of 
ideas online. 
peopleandplanet.org/supportus

Please send 
donations back 
to:
Go Green Week
People & Planet, 
51 Union St,      
Oxford, OX4 1JP

Switch off, save dosh



“Going vegan 3 times a week 
could instantly shave 10% off 
anyone’s carbon footprint.” 

Most people at your uni might consider that ex-
treme, but why not use Go Green Week to raise 
awareness about the benefits of a low-carbon 
diet? 

You could:
Launch a transition food project• , whether 
you’re setting up a Student Food Co-op or 
starting an allotment or orchard project - Go 
Green Week is time to shout about it to your 
community. 
Work with the caterers at your uni to have a • 
meat-free day. Get them to agree to sell veg-
etarian and vegan options for the day.
Give out•  free vegan tasters and recipes. 
There are loads of organisations that can 
support you, providing cooking lessons and 
loads of other resources.
Promote a local veg box scheme• .  Team up 
with a local farm or community supported 
agriculture scheme - they will keen to tap into 
the student market and could provide special 
deals and discounts for Go Green Week.

More ideas at: 
peopleandplanet.org/goinggree ner/food

Cycle to Campus Week 
Why not follow Warwick 
Uni’s example and 
focus on travel.  Some 
great ideas include:

Hold a • competition  
between a cyclist, 
driver and public 
transport user to 
show how much faster cycling can be. 
Critical Mass.•  Encourage people to cycle to-
gether instead of driving - it’s more fun! 
Free breakfast for cyclists all week. • 
Green Travel Fair.  • Highlight the benefits of 
green travel with a fair. Stallholders to invite 
could include a local bike doctor/bike shop, 
Student Car Share and travel agents promot-
ing ‘staycations’ and low-carbon rail travel.

More ideas at: 
peopleandplanet.org/goinggreener/travel

Download everything you’ll need to 
run the best Go Green Week ever!
peopleandplanet.org/gogreenweek

Got Transition Vision?
Developing a positive vision of where your uni 
should be by 2030 can be a really good way to 
engage students and staff through a variety of 
creative means. 

Basic timelines, interactive displays, pictures, 
story telling and drama, can all be used to 
represent this future.  Or how about making 
and setting up a futuristic Video Vox-pop booth 
where people can make a short video about 
their ideas.
Get some vision: 
peopleandplanet.org/goinggreener/
timeline/phase3

Green Dragons Den
Get students and staff to think creatively about 
what transition projects could happen at your 
uni by holding a Dragon’s Den-style competition 
judged by staff and students. If you can get fund-
ing from the uni or students union to develop the 
winning idea, even better! 
Get a How To guide and designs for posters: 
peopleandplanet.org/greendragonsden


