
Mary Mehigan

Head of Corporate Affairs 

and Corporate Social Responsibility 

for Asda Walmart in the UK 

Dear Mrs Mehigan, 

As school Governors we are writing to express the growing concerns of students and parents at our school about the conditions under which our school uniforms are made. As you may be aware, recent reports and documentaries (such as ActionAid's 'School Uniforms: Who Pays?') have highlighted serious issues in the production of school uniforms, at the Asda chain as well as others. Child labour and the use of pesticides which cause severe health problems such as blindness and diseases of the nervous system in the cotton growers and pickers are common. Further issues include excessive hours and wages that are too low for cotton pickers to feed and educate their own children. 

The Fairtrade system protects cotton farmers from these problems, prohibiting the use of harmful pesticides, banning child labour, and guaranteeing cotton pickers a fair price for their produce.

The school uniform market is worth almost £1 billion per year, of which Asda has one of the biggest shares. This means that you have the opportunity to have a dramatic impact on the situation of cotton pickers and growers. Currently you do not stock any Fairtrade uniform items despite having one of the largest shares in the school uniform market. As a governor of..................school I call on you to start selling Fairtrade cotton uniforms so that parents can be assured that their purchases are not at the expense of another child's health and education. Please write back to me to tell me what you plan to do on this issue.

Yours sincerely,
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