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Embargoed until Sunday 14th September 2008

Unclothed Protestors Steal Limelight at London Fashion Week Show

PHOTO OPPORTUNITY: Models in transparent clothing stage guerrilla fashion show 

Contact: Becca Jones/Jim Cranshaw 

Details: Sunday, 12.45pm Westminster University P3 building

Student activists from People & Planet are to create a spectacle at the fashion show of a leading high street brand to highlight appalling conditions faced by those who make our clothes. At the London Fashion Week show, the activists, dressed in transparent clothing, will be calling on Topshop to join the fashion industry’s Ethical Trading Initiative. 

The action is part of People & Planet’s Redress Fashion campaign which aims to improve conditions for workers in the developing world. A Sunday Times report in August 2007 revealed human rights abuses in the factories supplying the Topshop, owned by Phillip Green’s Arcadia Group. Topshop’s billionaire boss has claimed that the company has changed, but refuses to join the ETI in order to publicly verify these claims.

“The fashion industry needs greater transparency throughout the supply chain so consumers can be sure that standards for the workers making their clothes are fair and decent” said Jim Cranshaw, Trade Campaigner for People & Planet. “The ETI’s membership is missing one of the largest and most influential names on the high street. It’s time Topshop realised that consumers won’t put up with their exploitative business practices.” 

A report to be released next week by Labour Behind the Label, a member of the ETI, will show that there has not been any serious progress towards living wages or greater accountability in their supply chains. Joining an initiative like the ETI is a basic first step for any retailer genuinely committed to change.

· END -  

Note to Editors

· People & Planet is the largest, student network in Britain campaigning to end world poverty, defend human rights and protect the environment. There are People & Planet groups at over 120 UK universities, colleges and schools around the country. 

    www.peopleandplanet.org 

· The Redress Fashion campaign focuses on what we can do as students to support the struggles of garment workers world-wide. P&P is a member of Labour behind the Label, a campaign that supports garment workers’ efforts world-wide to improve their working conditions, through awareness raising, information provision and encouraging international solidarity between workers and consumers.

www.peopleandplanet.org/redressfashion 

· The Ethical Trading Initiative is an alliance of companies, NGOs and trade union organisations working to promote and improve the implementation of corporate codes of practice which cover supply chain working conditions.

www.ethicaltrade.org
· Labour Behind the Label’s Report ‘Cleaning up Fashion’ will be published today on 12th September 2009.

http://www.labourbehindthelabel.org/about 

· The Sunday Times report contains good quotes and statistics about Topshop’s supply chain

http://women.timesonline.co.uk/tol/life_and_style/women/fashion/article2241665.ece 
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