
Fairtrade Fortnight
23 February - 8 March

A How-To Guide:
Step One: Go Bananas!   p. 3-4

Step Two: E-Action    p. 5

Step Three: Group Activities p. 6



The global economy is not working. You may 
have seen this said on the news recently but it 
was not working before either.

The richest 2% of the world’s population own 
50% of the world’s wealth whilst the poorest 
three billion of the world’s people earn less 
than a pound a day. 

Trade is a matter of life and death for many 
of the world’s poorest people. But the rich 
and powerful are pursuing trade policies that 
put profits before the needs of people and the 
planet. 

The examples of unfair trade are everywhere.  
For every dollar that rich countries give in aid, 
they take away three dollars through unfair 
trade.

The support given to rich countries in subsidies 
means they can sell their goods for less than 
the cost of production, undercutting producers 
in developing countries and driving down 
world prices. Poor farmers are driven further 
into poverty and many lose their livelihoods 
altogether. 

Why Trade Justice        
& Fairtrade?

Imagine... 
... all the schools, colleges and universities in the country 
showing that they were serious about trade justice and putting 
an end to poverty by committing to Fairtrade.

Not only would this make a massive difference to poor farmers and their 
communities, it also shows the UK Government that thousands of UK citizens 
think it is time to put an end to unfair world trade.

People & Planet’s Fairtrade campaign aims to make Britain’s education sector 
Fairtrade and we need your help. This Fairtrade Fortnight the whole country is 
getting involved. This guide shows you how you can. 1



Got any questions about how to get involved?

 Email Jim on tradejustice@peopleandplanet.org or get your teacher to call or email us

London Launch Event  Sunday 22 February, 11am - 4pm, South Bank

This year the launch of Fairtrade Fortnight will be even bigger. Come down to play 
Fairtrade sports games, meet celebrities, eat Fairtrade food, talk to the producers of our 
food from around the world and support a mass protest against trade injustice. 

People & Planet will be there in force. Come down and learn more about our Fairtrade and 
Redress Fashion campaigns, talk to other school, uni and college students to share ideas 
and tactics, and eat lots of chocolate. 

Yellow Fridays  Friday 27 February or Friday 6 March, all day, nationwide

On a Friday or any time in Fairtrade fortnight, organise a ‘wear yellow’ day. Find out how by 
turning over...

World Record Attempt  Noon 6 March – Noon 7 March, Nationwide

Along with the Fairtrade Foundation, we aim to get *one million*  people across Britain to 
eat a Fairtrade banana all at the same time. Find out more by turning over...

Sixth Form Fairtrade Conference  27 March, London (venue tbc)

This national conference is a great opportunity to meet other sixth form campaigners from 
all over the country, hear stories from producers, do workshops, learn skills, listen to 
speakers and, let’s face it, probably eat lots of chocolate. More detalis on the back page.

Fairtrade 
Fortnight Events 

& Activities Guide
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Lots of schools and colleges have special themed non-uniform days to raise money and awareness 
for good causes. 

As this Fairtrade fortnight is banana themed, People & Planet groups across the country have decided 
to put on Yellow Fridays. By getting your whole college and school involved, we will send a really 
strong message to the government, demonstrating how many people care about Fairtrade.  By doing 
this, you could make a massive difference to fighting unjust trade.

Your fellow students will love the chance to dress up and have fun, and it could be combined with the 
World Record Attempt. But schools and colleges plan these things well in advance, and you'll need a 

teacher or tutor to bring it up with school management.

Find a teacher that is interested in Fairtrade to do this and 
sort out collecting the money  and so on. Make sure you do it 
as soon as possible, as February is quite soon! 

Organise a ‘wear yellow’ day during Fairtrade 
Fortnight. 

This is a great banana-themed way of raising 
awareness in your school or college of Fairtrade.

By asking all students to donate a pound or two, 
it’s also a great way of raising money for People 
& Planet’s campaigning, helping to increase the 

number of people who benefit from Fairtrade. 

~ Take Act ion ~ Step One ~ Go Bananas! ~ Take Act ion ~ Step One ~

Teacher Martin Barr, from Preston Manor School in London, 
says: 

“Our school has about 1500 pupils, and a day like this can 
raise around £1000. It’s not difficult to set up and can make 
a huge difference for a good cause.” 

Friday 27 February or Friday 6 March

Yellow Fridays

All day, nationwide

How to hold a Yellow Friday

Questions? Email Jim on tradejustice@peopleandplanet.org or get your teacher to 
call or email us
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Why bananas?
Bananas are the most popular fruit in the UK but they also symbolise the challenges in international 
trade. Many people who grow and harvest bananas aren’t paid enough to live and endure working and 
living conditions that would be banned in this country. The workers’ local environment is often ruined 
by toxic chemicals and intensive farming. But it’s not just banana farmers who face these challenges, 
it’s millions of farmers and workers in developing countries, on whom we rely for our food, drink and 
lifestyles. They are kept in poverty by unfair trade rules and poor market access.  

Help set a world record by becoming one of a million 
people across Britain to eat a Fairtrade banana 

simultaneously!

Getting your bananas

You can now buy Fairtrade bananas in many different places.  
This world record will generate massive sales and be of direct 
benefit to farmers and workers in the developing world. It 
should also mean more people start buying Fairtrade when 
they go shopping.

There are low-cost ways to put on an event. Firstly you could 
get everyone to buy their own banana and bring it along 
but you’re likely to get more participants if you get external 
funding to pay for the bananas or even sell them to the people 
taking part. For larger events, ask your local shop or supplier 
to donate the bananas. 

Many local shops and large supermarkets sell Fairtrade 
bananas (The Cooperative and Sainsbury’s particularly). All 
the major retailers are aware of this record breaking event. 

A list of places which sell Fairtrade bananas can be found at 
www.fairtrade.org.uk/products

Thank you for taking part and organising an event for the Go Bananas for Fairtrade World Record 
Attempt. Don’t forget to tell us all about it and send us some pictures. We hope you find this guide 
useful and that your event is a great success. It’s thanks to dedicated people like you that Fairtrade 
continues to go from strength to strength and can benefit more of the people who need it most. 

For more information and updates on Fairtrade, please visit    
peopleandplanet.org/fairtradefortnight09

Getting funding

�“���I�_�e�b���S�_�e�^�S�Y�\���_�b���\�_�S�Q�\��
authority

�“���3�_�e�^�S�Y�\���V�_�b���F�_�\�e�^�d�Q�b�i���C�U�b�f�Y�S�U��
– advice on small grant 
programmes for community 
action

�“���4�U�f�U�\�_�`�]�U�^�d���5�T�e�S�Q�d�Y�_�^��
Association – information 
about funding specifically 
for development education 
projects:  www.dea.org.uk

�“���D�X�U���3�_�_�`�U�b�Q�d�Y�f�U���3�_�]�]�e�^�Y�d�i��
Dividend Fund – contact your 
regional office or ask in local 
stores for details:  www.co-
operative.coop/membership

~ Take Act ion ~ Step One ~ Go Bananas! ~ Take Act ion ~ Step One ~

Noon Friday 6 March - noon Saturday 7 March

World Record Attempt

Nationwide
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Buying Fairtrade is not only about a fair deal for farmers and funding social projects in the developing 
world. Buying and taking action for Fairtrade is also a way of expressing to our leaders how much 
people care about changing unfair trade policies too. And they are currently incredibly unfair, with 
poor people and developing countries usually losing out.

�5�e�b�_�`�U�Q�^���S�_�e�^�d�b�Y�U�c���Q�b�U���f�U�b�i���`�_�g�U�b�V�e�\���Y�^���d�X�U���g�_�b�\�T���_�V���d�b�Q�T�U���Q�^�T���X�Q�f�U���Q���R�Y�W���Y�^�V�\�e�U�^�S�U���_�f�U�b���d�X�U���\�Y�f�U�c��
�_�V���`�b�_�T�e�S�U�b�c���Y�^���`�_�_�b�U�b���S�_�e�^�d�b�Y�U�c�����9�^���d�X�U���`�Q�c�d�����d�X�U���5�e�b�_�`�U�Q�^���E�^�Y�_�^�����g�X�Y�S�X���b�U�`�b�U�c�U�^�d�c���d�X�U���2�b�Y�d�Y�c�X��
people - yes, you and me - has forced unfair deals on developing countries. Unless we act now, 
�d�X�U���^�U�g���5�E���D�b�Q�T�U���3�_�]�]�Y�c�c�Y�_�^�U�b���2�Q�b�_�^�U�c�c���1�c�X�d�_�^���Y�c���\�Y�[�U�\�i���d�_���S�_�^�d�Y�^�e�U���d�X�U�c�U���e�^�Z�e�c�d���Q�S�d�Y�_�^�c����

It’s time for this to stop, and that is why people all over the world are saying “No more business 
as usual: it’s time for a change.” We need as many students as possible to email Baroness 
Ashton to show that people care about trade rules that make the poor ever poorer and turn a few 
rich individuals into billionaires. 

And we won’t be the only ones, as the Fairtrade Foundation, the Trade Justice Movement, War on 
Want and the World Development Movement are getting people to do the same. We’ll pool all the 
e-actions, take them to the government and demand a change.

Simply go to this link, enter your email address and send:

peopleandplanet.org/tradejustice

No more 
business as 
usual!

~  T a k e  A c t i o n  ~  S t e p  T w o ~  E - A c t i o n  ~  T a k e  A c t i o n  ~  S t e p  T w o  ~
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Debate
Or if you’d prefer, put on a More Than A Label debate. Fairtrade is helping millions of poor farmers 
in developing countries, but are some big companies using it to ‘whitewash’ their otherwise 
unethical record?

There are some great Fairtrade companies like Agrofair, Divine Chocolate and CaféDirect. They 
not only give poor farmers more money but are owned by the farmers too, giving them power and 
�T�Y�W�^�Y�d�i�����2�e�d���Q���]�Q�c�c�Y�f�U���S�_�b�`�_�b�Q�d�Y�_�^���\�Y�[�U���>�U�c�d�\�}���X�Q�c���_�^�\�i���?�>�5���6�Q�Y�b�d�b�Q�T�U���`�b�_�T�e�S�d����
What about the rest of its products? 

Debate whether or not big companies should be allowed the Fairtrade label. For 
ideas see our website: peopleandplanet.org/debate_fairtrade

Activities for      
your Group

Put on a Fairtrade film screening which 
shows the human cost of unfair trade, and 
is fun and inspiring to watch too!

Why not show Black Gold, an inspiring 
film about the real smell of 
coffee. You can watch it 
online for free at:

www.blackgoldmovie.com/
watchonline.php

Film

Stock It cards
Taking action locally is vital too, so we’ll have Fairtrade Fortnight 2009 Stock It Cards for students 
to sign. These are a great way of telling your school or college that you don’t want to contribute to 
the unfair trade problem, you want to be part of the solution! If your school or college switches to 
stocking Fairtrade food and drink or Fairtrade cotton uniforms, then people in the developing world 
will benefit directly rather than making selfish companies even richer.

Once the cards are signed, you should give them to your canteen or headteacher 
and ask them why they are not stocking Fairtrade. 

Hardly any schools have moved to Fairtrade cotton uniforms. Why not? Non-
Fairtrade cotton is often produced in exploitative conditions, using back-breaking 
work, sometimes by children, in conditions where many die of pesticides. Surely 
avoiding that is worth a few more quid?

~ Take Action ~ Step Three ~ Group Activities ~ Take Action ~ Step Three ~
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How better to continue the Fairtrade movement than in your 
own school or college, by campaigning for Fairtrade Status?  
This means raising awareness in your community, stocking 
Fairtrade products and changing your school or college for 

good too!

See the Fairtrade Action Guide on our website for a step 
by step guide to making trade fairer, starting in your own 

school or college:

peopleandplanet.org/fairtrade/guide.php  

Keep up the Pressure!

In early April, the G20 group of the richest countries in the 
world will be meeting in London to rewrite the rules of the 

global economy after the collapse of the banks. What rules 
would you like to see? Will they just patch things up, or will 

they make the world a greener, fairer place?

Probably not, without our help. That’s why up to 100,000 
people from around the country will be coming to London 
on Saturday 28 March to demand fairer trade and an end 
to environmental destruction. Will you be there? People & 

Planet members will! 

On Friday 27 March, People & Planet and the Fairtrade 
Foundation are hosting a National Sixth Form Conference 
where you can meet other sixth form campaigners from 
all over the country, hear stories from producers, do 
workshops, learn skills, listen to speakers and, let’s face 
it, probably eat lots of chocolate.

Places are limited to 120 so if some people from your 
school want to come, get in touch soon.

Go for Fairtrade Status

Sixth Form Fairtrade Conference

Demand Trade Justice

Contact  Us

email tradejustice@peopleandplanet.org  tel 01865 245 678
web peopleandplanet.org/fairtradefortnight09   post 51 Union Street, Oxford OX4 1JP

People & Planet is a dynamic student campaigning network.  We take action on the root causes of poverty, global 

injustice and environmental destruction.
Editor: Jim Cranshaw.  Design: Juliette Daigre.7


